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Dear Dr. Bugher:

I was happy to receive your letter of July 31 and I note with
interest the proposed rad-safe monitoring
-l >Iewillbe very

plan outlined by :Tk.llerri+
;~ladto have lk. Eisenbud with us durin~

.

CA31’U and I can assure you that ~tewill render him every possible
service. I Id-1.ask my staff to contact him at a later date to set
the necessary remired admii-iistrativeInformation such as date Of
departure from U;ited 3ates, etc.

In further reply to your incluirYJCOiOnel .’~i~iu”‘“ C0V7ari)‘r”>

who is my Operations officer, is the senior member of ,mystaff wno

will be concernedwith ;ladsafeOperations. ~t Colonel fiichard.~.
&xJan ?tillassist Colonel Cow@ in t~lisHouse and M Colonel A. E.

matter. Any of these officers will be ,gkl to consult ;dth you ai ZLl:

tti,eon problems which aay =ise with regard to your pro~rar:..

Q
:<% I understand that you have seen a copy of the recent letter wnici

%;* was forwarded from my headqw%ers to C121CP;iCeqlaining in general
4\\ terms our Radsafe Plan of Operations.
“-*\

N> .? *

I am inclosing a copy for your

information ~d -;~llinform j~ou ihFXl a reply from CI1!CF;.Cis received.

----

/

Incl r. 7:.CuMz@- S It “;., ,,..,4 ~’ ,,..,.\ ,?.’””’-’
Ltr, CJTF 52’VXNto IfajorGeneral, U5A

CINCPACFZT,%bj: Co.rmmnder & .s :“.”,”/”

Radiologicfil<azardsin
the %rshall Is Area During
opn CA5TLE, dtd 50 JuJ- 53

/ k
is classified -----._.-__—--------●
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1. References:

US DOE ARCHIVES
326 U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY

COMMISSION

RG ~Qt:. ..A!$~oKi/zI(u (U8W1
(=~]1-,-,,.. -....) /132

Box 33LZ

Folder * 7

a. Report, JTF Log No R-2166 (3ECRET-~D), “RadioactiveDebris
from Operation IW, ‘fNew York Operations Office, AN, NWO-4522, iated 28
April 195’3.

b. Discussions between Commander Joseph L. Hall, this head–
Quarters and ?a@ain Charles 3. ljafie~ during February 1953.

2. Reference la presents basic information relative to the rxlic-
logical hazards introduced intu the Pacific ,h-eaas a,result of OTeration
17-Y. Reference lb involved a discussion on behalf of the cognizmt tech-
nical section of this keadcuafiersrelative to the desirabilityand ineed
on Oper-kion ~A5TL2 for atomic cloud tracking outside th,e~TF;,ediatei:~~~ger
area, sanplir,gof Irinkin.?water on distmt atolls and evacuation of nabive.
populations.

7
2* .1sa result of the :cliscussionsindicated in reference lb ar.d

relying on 5he substantial ra:iolo~ic.?.l:oc~ment~tlorl01 ref’erer.cela,. 5his
headquarters does not plan to mount special :fforts in support of the aio~;
listed safet;;:~easuresduring G:eraticn 7AZLZ. Ii a~pears that it ‘tior<id
be unrealistic to as:;m.eheaith hazar5s of a magnitude conjectured or &nti-
cipated during the plannin~ for Operation IV!!. In addition, economy of
forces and ewiument j especially in ~~e~{of the recent reductions in fiscal
year 1951+ servic? budgets, dictate a nol’.cyof austerityin all :hases of
the operation. As 3 conseglencz, all 3H’L3 Operations have been reduced
+xcepb where positive zvid?ncz indicat:s a reasonable need for a major
effort.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE



..- .
,,,.

,. 0

..

I

I
,.

. ,/.

~ @ ‘,,,;
,,:.$, *L. m.

J-3/903
SUBJECT: Radiological Hazards in the Yarshall Islands Area During

Operation CASTIi3

4. Although the items in question are not programmed as special
operations during CASTLE, certain other aspects of the radiological safety
plan !o :-rc~ridea reasonable and safe compromise. Specifically,these are
as follows:

a. Reference cloud tracking, an effort will be made to determine
information relativeto the forecastingof heavy secondary fall-out on the
shot site. This will be accomplishedby a small number of WB-29 flights
up-wind from the shot site to a disttanceof approximately 600 miles. Since
the up-wind direction will, in general, be toward the,populated atolls,
minor modifications in aircraft tracks should provide sufficient information
on conditions in those areas. Alsoj certain specified aircraft operating
in the area of the tests after shot time will be in positions to provide
reasonable indications of actusl cloud movements. In addition, as on
Operation IVY, the Task Force Commanderwill issue pre-shot forecasts of
cloud trajectories and fall-out areas and will continue such advisories
with post-shot analyses of the sources of information available.

.

b. Reference drinking wate~ sampling at distant atolls, existing
equipment could, on a limited basis, be diyerted to such a post-shot effort
in the event cogent and compelling reasons arose requiring such action.
Past experience indicates, however, that such action is necessary only under
exbreme conditions.

c. Reference evacuation of native po~ul.ations,no task force
equipment will be available for such an operation. Consideration oi popu-
lated islands will, however, be one of the major factors in the Commanders
decision to shoot, and will be.considered in its relation to forecast winds
and fall-out predictions.

5. This command is constantly faced with compromise between the
necessity for certain efforts and the limitations of forces and equipment
available to accomplish objectives. Your cormmentsor suggestions in con-
sonance with the above are requested in order that task force planning may
be realistic and mutually agreeableto all concerned

FOR THE COIIMNDER:

ROBERT H. GUSHING
Colonel USA

Actg Chief of Staff
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